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AT&T 

Seeks to Cut 
Landline 
Telephone 
Services 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


AT&T is trying to get out 
of providing landline service 
throughout much of Califor- 
nia, including San Francisco, 
but the California Public Util- 
ities Commission (CPUC) has 
proposed rejecting AT&T’s re- 
quest, although not before its 
next meeting on June 20. 

The CPUC says AT&T has 
requested to be relieved of its 
Carrier of Last Resort (COLR) 
obligations in many areas of 
California. If approved, AT&T 
would no longer be required to 
offer landline telephone ser- 
vice where it is currently re- 
quired to offer basic service in 
those areas. Basic service in- 
cludes nine service elements, 
including Lifeline rates for eli- 
gible customers, free access to 
9-1-1, telephone relay service 
and directory and operator ser- 
vices. 

On May 10, the CPUC is- 
sued a_ proposal rejecting 
AT&T’s request to withdraw 
as a COLR and indicating the 
CPUC intends to initiate a new 
rulemaking process to address 
COLR _ telecommunications 
service obligations, although it 
has not made a final ruling yet. 

Wherever AT&T is the de- 
fault landline telephone ser- 
vice provider, this means the 
company must provide tradi- 
tional landline telephone ser- 
vice to any potential customer 
in that service territory. AT&T 
is proposing to withdraw as the 
COLR without a new carrier 
being designated as a COLR, 
according to the CPUC. 

A transcript from a 
first-quarter earnings confer- 
ence call among AT&T ex- 
ecutives on April 24 explains 
why the telephone company is 
seeking this change. 

“We have some places 
where we have a good copper 
DSL base that we’ re in the pro- 
cess of deploying fiber. And in 
some cases, fixed wireless can 
give better performance than 
what our copper network can 
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Amy Gubser First to Swim GG Bridge to Farallons 


Crew and swimmer: (L-R) Abby Fairmian: Amy Gubser uanineel, John Sims, John ‘Chapman, Kirk McKin- 
ney, Ken Mignosa and Sarah Roberts. Story on page 5. Photo by David Roberts. 


Richmond Resident’s Inspiring Story of Resilience 


By Judy Goddess 


Writing checks to pay the 
family bills does not seem 
out of the ordinary. For most 
of us, it is a monthly chore to 
which we do not give much 
thought. For Virginia Cheng, 
that routine task is a symbol of 
recovery from a crippling auto 
accident and a measure of her 
willingness to lend a hand to 
her family. 

Cheng, who is nearly 70, is 
partly paralyzed and needs a 
good deal of help with routine 
tasks. But she prides herself 
on being helpful and refuses to 
resent her physical limitations. 

“It’s part of God’s plan,” she 
said. “Gratitude” is a word she 
uses a lot. 

Cheng worked hard at re- 
habilitation and with the aid 
of adaptive technology — en- 
hancements to devices or tech- 
nology to make it accessible to 
people with a disability — she 
can now use a computer, feed 


Virginia Cheng can type on her computer, sitting ona 
platform on her wheelchair, with a pointer that attach- 
es to her hand. Photo by Judy Goddess. 


herself and write checks. The 
checks she writes are to pay 
her family’s bills, a task she 
assumed soon after leaving 
rehab. 


Overwhelmed by the inju- 
ries to his wife, Cheng’s hus- 
band had let household bills 
pile up. Now they are paid on 
time, a step that Cheng says 


makes her feel like a contribu- 
tor to her family’s well-being. 

The accident that changed 
Cheng’s life occurred in 2007 
while she was driving to her 
job at a San Francisco Unified 
School District childcare cen- 
ter. She was on U.S. 101 near 
Silver Avenue when an unin- 
sured driver cut across three 
lanes of traffic and careened 
into the side of her car. She 
does not know and says she 
does not care what happened 
to the man who caused the ac- 
cident. 

Her injuries were extensive. 

“My neck was knocked 
out of place, my feet couldn’t 
move, the nerves in my fin- 
gers were damaged and they 
didn’t expect me to ever speak 
again.” 

After a six-hour surgery at 
San Francisco General Hospi- 
tal, she began arduous rounds 
of physical therapy and reha- 


Continued on page 10 


Senior Housing Development to Take Applications in the Fall 


By Linda Badger 


Residents of the Inner Rich- 
mond are sure to have noticed 
the new seven-story building 
on Geary Boulevard at Sixth 
Avenue is nearing completion. 
Recently, scaffolding on the 
west side of the building was 
removed, revealing a massive 
purple mural of a Chinese 
dragon and spiraling onion 
domes, a salute to the Rich- 
mond’s diverse cultural heri- 
tage from its soon-to-be neigh- 
bor: 388 Sixth Ave. 

In 2019, San Francisco 
voters approved a $600 mil- 


lion bond intended to finance 
affordable housing develop- 
ments targeting areas, such 
as District 1, with the fewest 
such developments. With ear- 
ly support from former Su- 
pervisor Sandra Lee Fewer, 
the Tenderloin Neighborhood 
Development Corporation 
(TNDC) turned this intention 
into a nearly completed 98- 
unit, 100% affordable apart- 
ment building for vulnerable 
seniors. 

According to the May- 

s Office of Housing and 
Community Development 
(MOHCD), seniors living on 


fixed incomes are “especially 
vulnerable in San Francisco’s 
inflated housing market. Se- 
nior housing currently makes 
up only 12% of the City’s 
pipeline for affordable hous- 
ing,” even though 24% of San 
Franciscans are seniors living 
under the poverty line. 

The total development cost 
for the Sixth Avenue project is 
estimated at $76 million. The 
Tenderloin Neighborhood De- 
velopment Corporation, which 
owns and manages the build- 
ing, hopes to begin taking ap- 
plications this fall so that resi- 
dents can take up occupancy in 


early 2025. 

The building includes stu- 
dios and one-bedroom apart- 
ments for rent. Designed with 
seniors in mind, these units are 
wheelchair adaptable and are 
equipped with grab bars and 
railings for safety. 

“The units and building are 
designed to assist seniors with 
the goal of aging in place, but 
ultimately are for those who 
can live independently,” said 
Colleen Ma, project manag- 
er for TNDC. She noted that 
seniors who cannot live inde- 
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Shot of Salvation 


Deno Gellepes 


Lost Marbles Brewpub 


When Pizza Orgasmica closed its 
Clement Street doors in 2018, I was 
devastated. Over the years, I had been 
a loyal patron, drawn by their lunch 
specials and cozy vibes. Whether it 
was a cold beer by the crackling fire, 
or up at the bar with a couple of reg- 
ulars chatting about the latest Giants 
game while one of them read the paper 
(yes, an actual newspaper), it didn’t 
matter, I was hooked. 

I’m not sure they vacuumed or 
mopped the floors all that much, but I 
didn’t care. It wasn’t so much for the 
food — although the pie was decent — 
as much as it was for the friendly and 
warm atmosphere it provided that kept 
me coming back. 

With that said, it’s always going to 
be an uphill battle for anyone stepping 
into the shoes of Pizza Orgasmica to 
win my business. 

Enter Lost Marbles Brewpub, the 
brainchild of the team from Barrel 
Head Brewhouse (BHB) on Fulton 
Street. While the transition wasn’t as 
turn-key as they might have hoped, the 
team was looking for a comprehen- 
sive renovation. However, their plans 
faced the formidable combination 
of a global pandemic and the typical 
permitting challenges that seem to be 
a rite of passage for all San Francisco 
businesses. 

From 2019 to 2021, an ambitious 
wave of renovations unfolded, breath- 
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AND SUPPORTERS 
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Gaslight & Shadows 
Antiques 
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Noise 


To learn how your business can sign up 
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visit RichmondSunsetNews.com, 

call 415-706-6428 or 
email Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com. 
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LIKE THEY’RE PART 
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ing new life into the establishment. 
Flooring, a fresh bar top, beautiful 
chandeliers and ceiling tile installa- 
tions were all orchestrated as part of 
the space’s full-blown transformation. 

Documented via the bar’s Insta- 
gram, the restoration of some time- 
less pieces, like the fireplace and the 
awe-inspiring stained glass above the 
shuffleboard table, showcased their 
commitment to honoring the bar’s 
past. This of course meant a lot to old 
patrons like me. Following years of 
hard work and navigating the trials 
posed by the pandemic, the doors of 
Lost Marbles Brewpub finally swung 
open in 2022, inviting the Richmond 
District and the City at large in to 
experience the updated space. 

Interestingly enough, over the last 
year and a half, Lost Marbles stands 
as a bar defying a singular identity 
— but this is undoubtedly by design. 
Despite the presence of televisions at 
every conceivable angle, which draws 
big crowds on football Sundays (go 
Niners!), the bar also has a quirky 
nautical theme, a picture booth, board 
games, arcade games, shuffleboard, 
trivia night (Wednesdays), silent disco 
nights (Sundays), a massive projection 
screen playing classic movies and 
drinks with clever names. It literally 
has something that appeals to every- 
body and that, in itself, is unique. 

The menu showcases an array of 
time-honored bar classics, while also 
intertwining some international flair. 
From the Panuchos and Churros to the 
tried-and-true staples like the classic 
burger and French dip sandwich, the 
menu is pretty diverse. On that note, 
they even offer pasta dishes, like pesto 
and or shrimp linguini, if that’s what 
you're feeling. 

For the main event, the drinks flow 
generously as Lost Marbles offers a 
medley of house-crafted brews as well 
as a solid rotation of guest taps. They 
have a full bar, but it’s the meticulous- 
ly curated cocktail menu that really 
stands out. The cocktail names deserve 
applause, most notably The Spice 
Girls concoctions that mirror each 
member’s personality, and the “Heroes 


415.702.3255 


irvingpethospital.com 


9 1434 Irving St., San Francisco, CA 94122 


° Preventative Care 
¢ Emergency Care 

° Surgery 

° Dental Care 

° Diagnostics 


BOURBON COUNTY @ CLEMENT STREET WINE & SPIRITS 
2147 Clement Street, between 22nd & 23rd Avenues 

10AM to 9PM Monday-Saturday, 10AM to 8PM Sunday 
(415) 387-6210 » BourbonCountySF@gmail.com 


Featuring Over 100 Bourbons and Ryes! 


“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place for Whiskey” 


SPECIALIZING IN FINE SPIRITS & CRAFT BEERS 


Ls 


Deno Gellepes. 


Get Remembered, but Legends Never 
Die” collection, a tribute to enduring 
spirits. Additionally, clever names 
such as “In-Clement Weather,” (white 
rum, ginger beer, lime, Kraken float), 
and the “Debbie Harry” (Nespresso, 
vodka, Kahlua) go just far enough to 
still be clever but not over-the-top and 
annoying like some of those sandwich 
shops that have 112 different options 
with “funny” names. This does not 
cross that line. 

A special callout goes to the team 
for the inclusion of Boilermakers on 
the menu. The classic beer and shot 
combos are well thought out here as 
it’s not your run-of-the-mill PBR and 
Jamison beer/shot combo (although 
there is a time and place for that ... 
O’Keeffe’s!). Rather, a Woodinville 
Rye shot and a pint of BHB Rye of the 
Hawk for $14 or a Camarena Reposa- 
do shot and a pint of BHB Scotch Ale 
for the same price. 

I recently swung by the bar on a 
beautiful 66-degree Saturday after- 
noon with a French Dip and a Grey- 
hound on my mind. I arrived just after 
the lunch rush, and it was quiet — just 
the way I like it. I sat up at the main 
bar and marveled at the sheer size 
of the space. I could really see how 
thoughtful and spectacular the renova- 
tions were. 

The massive projection screen on 
the back wall was playing the movie, 
“Almost Famous,” one of my favor- 
ites. It was muted, but I knew every 
word. The bar had emptied out and I 
could hear the faint sound of passersby 
on Clement Street shuffling through 
their Saturday errands. 

I took the last bite of my sand- 
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Interior of the Lost Marbles Brewpub at 823 Clement St. Photo by 


wich, chewed carefully, swallowed, 
and took a hearty swig of my second 
Greyhound. It was the “Tiny Dancer” 
scene. The one where a tired and frac- 
tured band was able to stitch up their 
torn and frayed relationship by finding 
harmony in the Elton John classic as 
their bus trudged onwards. 

With spirits high, I turned my gaze 
to the summer sun pouring through the 
original, timeless stained glass. I ex- 
haled like one does when they realize 
they don’t have work the next day, and 
through the muted movie, I hummed 
the familiar high-pitched tune, “Hold 
me closer...,” and at that moment, as 
the sun showered me with its golden 
spotlight, I found myself enamored by 
Lost Marbles Brewpub, a place that 
not only has great food and drink, but 
has perfectly walked the tightrope of a 
meshing past and present. 

I can’t wait to see what movie is 
playing next time. 

Lost Marbles Brewpub, 823 Clem- 
ent St. Open daily noon-I a.m. Food 
available noon-midnight. Happy hour, 
Monday-Friday, noon-6 p.m., $2 off 
draft beers. Learn more at lostmar- 
blesbrewpub.com. This column first 
appeared on RichmondSunsetNews. 
com in August 2023. 

Deno Gellepes is a 14-year San 
Franciscan originally hailing from 
Chico, California. He is a sales pro- 
fessional at a leading tech company 
and has a passion for music, writing, 
and sports — especially as they pertain 
to the history of San Francisco. He 
spends his weekdays sounding like 
Rick Steves and his weekends like 
Mick Jagger. He can be reached at 
denogellwriting@ gmail.com. 
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Heart of the Richmond 


Last month, our police chief’s 
Small Business Advisory Board held 
its monthly meeting in the Richmond 
District, bringing together repre- 
sentatives from our City’s business 
districts and commercial corridors to 
discuss issues facing small businesses. 
I attended and discussed ways we can 
support our small businesses. 

Assistant Chief David Lazar was 
there and reported on the work the 
police department is doing to ensure 
small businesses in San Francisco are 
protected, like the expansion of the 
retired police officer ambassadors who 
will now be assigned to Central Geary 
Boulevard in addition to Clement 
Street, as well as the installation of 
automated license plate readers at 
strategic intersections. 

Our small businesses are the back- 
bone of San Francisco’s economy, and 
we will do all we can to ensure they 
are able to thrive in our neighborhood. 
This is why, with summer quickly 
approaching, my team and I found 


new ways to highlight the amazing 
restaurants and shops that make the 
Richmond the coolest district in the 
City. 

This summer we will be celebrating 
our neighborhood with community 
events like night markets and film 
festivals. 

The District 1 office has been 
planning monthly family-friendly 
night markets in collaboration with the 
Greater Geary Boulevard Merchants 
Association, the Community Youth 
Center, the Richmond YMCA and the 
Gum Moon/Asian Family Support 
Center. These markets will take place 
in June, July, August and September. 
Our first one is coming up Saturday, 
June 8, from 4 to 8 p.m., on Clement 
Street between 22nd and 25th avenues. 
Come out and enjoy an evening with 
delicious food from local restaurants, 
entertainment, games and great com- 
munity. You can find more information 
and how to get involved at heartofthe- 
richmonddistrictnightmarket.com. 
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Summer Arrives June 20! 
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Additionally, we are working with 
the San Francisco Theatre Foundation 
and the amazing team at the Balboa 
Theatre to bring film festivals to the 
Outer Richmond. The first will be 
from July 12 to 14 and feature films 
from the award-winning director 
Stephen Chow in partnership with the 
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Of- 
fice in San Francisco. We are working 
on the schedule now but are excited 
to showcase some of my favorites like 
Kung Fu Hustle. We will also have 
festivals at the Balboa in September 
and December! 

In addition to the night markets 
and film fests, we are organizing a 
summer ping pong tournament at the 
Richmond Recreation Center as well 
as a Pokémon Halloween festival on 
Clement. And, of course, we will have 
our annual Autumn Moon Festival 


in September, bringing together the 
community to celebrate the season 
and showcase our local businesses and 
vendors. 

Stay tuned for more updates on our 
upcoming community events. If you 
want to meet me for “Boba with Con- 
nie” on a Friday afternoon and discuss 
your ideas about how we can make 
the Richmond a better place for our 
families, please email me and my team 
at ChanStaff@sfgov.org. Together we 
can support our small businesses and 
create new reasons to celebrate the 
Heart of the Richmond. 

Connie Chan represents District 
1 on the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. She can be reached at 
415-554-7410 or chanstaff@ sfgov.org. 
Find an archive of her columns online 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Lions Host Blood Drive at Richmond Y 


The Park Presidio-Sunset Lions Club 
held its annual blood drive at the Rich- 
mond Y on May 4. 

The Vitalant bloodmobile hosted 23 
blood-giving people, including eight 
first-time donators, resulting in 28 red- 
cell units. 

According to Jeanne Nielsen, an 
account manager at Vitalant, the 
event was successful at collecting the 
life-saving fluids. 

“On behalf of the hospitals and pa- 
tients we serve, we are sincerely grate- 
ful for your partnership,” Nielsen said. 
“Each of you has a part in this, and 
each part is key to building and main- 


taining a safe and available community 
blood supply.” 

The nonprofit Park Presidio Lions 
Club has been serving the Richmond 
District since 1944. The club merged 
with the Sunset Lions Club about 15 
years ago. 

The Lions hosts a golf tournament 
and bingo events to raise money for lo- 
cal community groups. It also hosts the 
blood drive, collects food for neighbor- 
hood food drives and helps facilitate 
monthly neighborhood cleanups. 

For more information about the Li- 
ons, send an email to Paul at editor@ 
sfrichmondreview.com. 
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Crew Member’s Eyewitness Account of Record-Breaking Farallon Swim 


By Sarah Roberts 


The Farallon Islands wield a sense 
of mystery — or you don’t even know 
they exist. They are hidden from San 
Francisco behind clouds, horizon or 
powerful seas. But occasionally, on a 
clear day, they rise on the horizon like 
teeth: “Devil’s Teeth” is a name given 
to the islands by ancient mariners. 

Amy Gubser lives in Pacifica, and 
the islands have been calling to her for 
years. 

I met Amy in 2017 and the Faral- 
lons have come up in conversation 
nearly every year. But something 
always stood in the way — weather, 
water temps, a global pandemic, etc. 
This year felt different, and in January 
she started assembling her support 
team and began training. I watched her 
determination and grit as she juggled 
commitments to swimming, work, 
family and friends. 

The Bay Area weather in spring 
can be a mixed bag from perfection to 
outrageous wind. All we needed was a 
small window of perfection. Is that too 
much to ask? We set a first jump date, 
but the weather did not cooperate. We 
all pivoted to the next opportunity and 
carefully watched the weather. Morn- 
ings would be calm, but ripping wind 
would come in the afternoons. As we 
approached the second jump date, 
everything seemed to fall into place. 
But three days before her next oppor- 
tunity, the support boat had to pull out, 
leaving us a team with no boat. Amy 
reached out to everyone she knew 
who could help, and within one hour, 
she had a new support boat. It goes to 
show how beloved she is by her com- 
munity and friends. Now everything 
was in place. She just needed to rest 


Photo taken west of the Golden Gate Bridge at 3:29 a.m., just min- 
utes after the start of Amy Gubser’s swim. The ebb current was so 
strong she was moving at 4-5 mph. Photo by Sarah Roberts. 


and mentally prepare for Saturday. 

At | a.m. on Saturday, May 11, Amy 
and crew arrived at Hyde Street Pier 
in San Francisco. Amy’s crew of six — 
John Chapman, Abby Fairman, Kirk 
McKinney, Ken Mignosa, John Sims 
and I — boarded the “Pacific Rival.” 
We discussed the jump, finish and 
route options with Capt. Chad Dahl- 
berg and called Vessel Traffic to alert 
them of our intentions. We had our 
work cut out for us: Nine ships were 
entering and exiting the Bay through 
the traffic lane we needed to be in for 
a straight shot to the Farallons. 

After some final planning, Ken read 
the marathon swimming rules to the 
crew, and we headed to the Golden 
Gate. We applied sunscreen and grease 


to Amy and waited for a passing ship 
before setting her at the start just 
inside the Bay at the bridge. At 3:27 
a.m. we said our goodbyes, best wish- 
es, I love yous, and she jumped from 
the boat. The ebb tide was already 
ripping, and she was out the Gate and 
on her way. 

The fog was sitting low and thick, 
making visibility very limited. The 
lights of the Golden Gate Bridge 
glowed through the clouds as we got 
further and further away. We couldn’t 
see the passing shoreline except for 
the small flashing light of Point Bonita 
Lighthouse. With a strong ebb tide, 
we were whisked away into the open 
ocean and away from any light. The 
lights on the boat started attracting 


large moths, and “birds” were swoop- 
ing around the boat deck. We quickly 
realized that we weren’t seeing birds 
but bats! One even landed on Abby! 

The hours ticked by, and we were in 
a good routine. Amy fed every 30 min- 
utes, and the crew took turns keeping 
an eye on her. She brought a variety of 
feeds to keep things interesting and to 
have options if a problem arose. Her 
base feed was CarboPro in chicken 
broth. She also loved canned peaches, 
Coke and mashed potatoes. At each 
feed we would ask her if she had a 
craving for something next. Some- 
times she would have something in 
mind, other times it was chef’s choice. 
Amy kept her wit and humor through- 
out the swim, cracking jokes during 
her feeds. 

The water was glassy and smooth 
for most of the swim, and the condi- 
tions were perfect. We were socked 
in with fog but hoped to get some sun 
and clear skies eventually — they never 
came. We were only able to monitor 
our progress with digital maps and 
GPS. We monitored Amy’s speed and 
tried to hold a straight course. The 
surface currents squirreled around, 
pushing us in all directions. Without 
a horizon or landmarks, it felt like we 
were in a twilight zone bubble. The 
view was nothing but gray. 

At 10 a.m. I got into the water to 
support swim with Amy when she was 
6.5 hours into her swim. Jumping off 
the boat, the icy cold water took my 
breath away. The surface tempera- 
tures were reading mid- to low-50s at 
this time, but a foot below the tem- 
peratures were in the 40s. Every arm 
stroke was a mix of pleasant and fro- 
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"Alex was extremely helpful, He facilitated a 
really quick sale for way more than | expected. 
He knows our area and stayed focused when it 
mattered. Two thumbs up for sure!" 


- 40th Ave Seller 


ALEXANDER 
CLARK 


FOUNDER/REALTOR® 


415.254.5351 
DRE#01339386 
alex@thefrontsteps.com 
@theFrontSteps 
www.theFrontSteps.com 
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_ $405,000 OVER ASKING 


826 40th Ave | SOLD 


Outer Richmond | $995,000 Sold for $1,400,000 


Hundreds of people came and saw this home. Multiple 
buyers tried to do what's called a "pre-emptive offer", but | 
told them no thanks, we set an offer date, stuck to it, and 


received 25 offers! 


Prior to hiring me, these owners almost accepted a 
$750,000 offer from the "We Buy Bay Area Houses" crew...| 


got them $1,400,000. 


If you, or anyone you know, owns a home in the Richmond 
District and think it can't be sold. Think again. | see a lot of 
empty or run-down homes when | walk around our 
neighborhood. There are countless buyers out there for 
your home, and | know how to find them. 


Contact me and let's see what kind of results | can get you. 
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John M. Lee 


Maximizing a Home’s Value 


Every day I get asked: 
“How can I sell my home for 
the highest possible price? 
What can I do to maximize 
the value in my home?” 

People asking me these 
questions are mostly sellers 
wanting to sell in the near 
future. Also, owners who are 
remodeling their homes ask 
me because eventually they 
will sell and want to make 
sure the improvements they 
are making are worthwhile 
longterm investments which 
will add value to their homes 
in the future. The answers are 
different for these two groups. 

For the immediate sellers, 
the goal is to make the home 
as attractive to potential 
buyers as possible without 
spending too much money. 
Buying a home is an emotion- 
al process and visualizing the 
possibilities are difficult for 
most people. The properties 
that sell for the highest value 
are ones that are either com- 
pletely renovated or ones that 
need a complete makeover. 

That might sound odd, but 
what we have seen in the 
marketplace is most buyers 
do not want to spend the time 
renovating homes after the 
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purchase, so they will pay 
more for a home in move- 
in condition. On the other 
extreme, there are investors 
and do-it-yourself buyers who 
love to remodel and will pay 
for properties that they can 
transform. The properties that 
were remodeled in the last 
20-40 years tend to sell for 
the lowest price compared to 
the extremes because it looks 
outdated. The advice I give to 
sellers then is to come up with 
a budget and we can do the 
items that will yield the high- 
est return on the investment. 
The good news is it does not 
take a huge amount to make a 
home attractive. 

We typically start with 
the exterior. Curb appeal is 
extremely important as we do 
not want buyers to come by 
and be turned off before they 
have a chance to discover 
the beauty that lies inside the 
home. A little power washing, 
paint and landscaping can do 
wonders. With our small 25- 


foot frontage in this area, this 
expenditure can yield high 
returns. 

Inside I typically recom- 
mend paint and either polish 
the hardwood floors or replace 
the carpet. You would be 
amazed at how much time 
buyers spend analyzing the 
walls, floors and ceilings to 
look for damage, even if they 
were damaged many years 
ago and repaired. Subcon- 
sciously, buyers think that 
the home has not been well 
cared for if they see deferred 
maintenance. Also, this is an 
opportunity to “neutralize” the 
home so that it will appeal to 
a broader base of buyers. 

Next, we turn our atten- 
tion to the kitchen and baths. 
These are areas we can spend 
a lot of money and, unless 
done right, will not yield a 
large return. So, remodeling 
these areas are on a case-by- 
case basis. I would make sure 
that these areas are function- 
al and do minor repairs or 
replacements to satisfy the 
visual appeal. 

What about the back yard? 
People like to see a nice back 
yard, but landscaping can be 
rather expensive. I normally 
recommend a thorough clean 
up, making sure the fences 
are okay, and doing the little 
things to show a usable back 


Richmond Homes Sold in May* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq.Ft. 


Price 


782 15th Ave. 2 


2 1,170 $990,000 


685 19th Ave. 


DES) 2,040 1,700,000 


754 27th Ave. 


1,680 1,900,000 


707 27th Ave. 


2,130 2,008 ,000 


871 45th Ave. 


2,270 2,405 000 


267 32nd Ave. 


2) 2,500,000 


253 29th Ave. 


2,473 2,980,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


yard. 

My advice to people who 
are remodeling to live in 
include all of the above. 
Most other questions will be: 
“Should I spend the money to 
alter the floor plan? Should I 
put in high-end kitchens and 
baths? Should I do structural 
work to create more open 
spaces?” 

All of the answers will 
depend on their budget and 
longterm goals. If they are 
planning to stay there for 
a long time and have the 
resources to renovate the 
property to their own taste and 
liking, why not? However, if 
the goal is to remodel now for 
sale in a few years, then the 
decision might be different 
and some moderation might 
be prudent. 


Please keep in mind that 
styles and materials change 
over time. What is currently 
the newest, best and hottest 
may not be the style 10 years 
from now and the remodeling 
will look outdated. 

Maximizing real estate 
value is fun and exciting but 
should also be dependent on 
the time frame and goals you 
are trying to achieve. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him 
at 415-465-0505 or email 
Johnlee@ isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Farallon Islands Swim 


Continued from page 5 


zen. I paced Amy for an hour, 
giving her something to sight 
off and companionship. We’ ve 
swum so many hours together 
and all over the world. It was 
an incredible honor to share a 
small slice of this swim with 
her. After an hour, I got out, 
and she continued. Kirk and 
Ken also got to hop in with 
Amy for an hour each. Kirk 
provided some levity with his 
usual water entry, as well as 
Ken with his fitting “CUR- 
GLOFF!” proclamation (“The 
shock felt when one first 
plunges into cold water.”). 

We saw an abundance of 
wildlife. A pod of sea lions 
passed by porpoising in an 
impressive show. They paused 
near Amy and peeked their 
heads above the water like 
meerkats. They were curious 
about her and watched for a 
few minutes before continu- 
ing. Other pairs and pods of 
sea lions passed by, always 
stopping to check on her. A 
small juvenile sea lion swam 
around the boat, curious about 
us and Amy. A pilot whale 
was spotted to the north, a 
great sign that something else 
wasn’t lurking nearby. A few 
sea nettle jellyfish floated by 
Amy and stung her. Smacks 
of velella velella jellies float- 
ed along the surface. 

Early in the swim, a pair 
of western grebes followed 
Amy for a few hours. Darting 
under the water to fish and 
coming back to trail behind 
us. With the heavy fog, the 
bird population was the only 
sign we were getting closer to 
the Farallons. The closer we 
got, the more birds we saw. 
Soon, vast flocks of pelicans 
and common murre flew by. 
But everyone got quiet and 
serious when a dead sea lion 
was spotted floating by. 


At 3 p.m., we launched 
John Chapman in the kayak. 
We hoped this was the last 
few hours and we could push 
through the weird currents 
and progress steadily. Amy 
was pacing slightly over one 
mile per hour from fatigue 
and crabbing along the 
shifting currents. As the hours 
continued to tick by, the water 
and air were getting colder, 
and the wind picked up. With 
one mile left to go, Amy had 
a feed and, for the first time, 
said she felt cold. We told 
her to keep her stroke rate up 
and continue moving. She 
was doing great and would 
have one more feed before the 
finish. Ken took a water temp 
reading, 43 degrees F. We 
immediately worked on plans 
for what to give her at the 
next feed to help with the cold 


and keep her going. We told 
John in the kayak about the 
water temperature and to keep 
her moving and stroke rate up, 
no stopping. 

We were closing in on the 
island, but the fog was still so 
thick we couldn’t see it. With 
a half mile left to go, Amy 
had her last feed and pro- 
claimed, “Let’s get this done!” 
At a quarter mile, we finally 
saw the faintest outline of the 
island with a white haze of 
crashing waves on the rocks. 
She was so close. At one-tenth 
of a mile, we could finally 
see the buoy! A swell of relief 
came over the boat. We had 
the finish in sight. Captain 
Chad maneuvered the boat as 
close as possible. We called 
out instructions to John in the 
kayak who would take her 
to the finish. All crew were 
on deck with bated breath as 
she swam the last 200 yards. 


We watched as each stroke 
splashed the surface and got 
her closer. After 17 hours and 
3 minutes, we saw her hand 
reach up and touch the buoy. 
John raised his kayak paddle 
to signal victory. She made it! 
The first person to swim west- 
ward from the Golden Gate 
Bridge to Farallon Islands. 

Sarah Roberts is an 
accomplished cold-water 
swimmer whose achievements 
include to Alcatraz and from 
Alcatraz nearly 300 times. 
She swam the length of Lake 
Tahoe (the long way), swam 
the mouth of Monterey Bay, 
swam from Maui to Molokai, 
Molokai to Lanai and Lanai 
to Maui in three consecutive 
days. She swam from Ireland 
to Scotland, swam around 
Manhattan Island in New York 
and swam during the Bay to 
Breakers around San Francis- 
co multiple times. 


Amy Gubser takes a moment for a food break. The bottle on a line contains car- 
bohydrates and electrolytes. The photo was taken at 6:30 p.m., approximately 26 
miles from the Golden Gate, and only a few miles from the finish line. Photo by 


Sarah Roberts. 
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Whistle Blower Report Leads to Shutdown of GG Park Horse Ranch 
Charges of Neglect and Abuse Result in SF Rec. and Park Revoking Operating Permit 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


A horseback-riding company was 
evicted from Golden Gate Park after 
allegations of neglect from former staff 
members led to the Recreation and 
Park Department revoking its permit to 
operate at Bercut Equitation Field. 

The Chaparral Corporation, which 
maintains and cared for horses there 
and at Camp Mather (a summer camp 
run by the department), was evicted 
from both locations after numerous 
complaints about the treatment of the 
horses came to light from a three- 
month investigation by the San Fran- 
cisco Standard. 

“Upon gaining a deeper understand- 
ing around the care of Chaparral’s 
Operations, we decided to revoke our 
permit with Chaparral Corporation, 
covering both Golden Gate Park and 
Camp Mather,” said the department’s 
Communications Manager Daniel 
Montes. “While an Animal Care and 
Control investigation determined 
Chaparral met the minimum standards 
for horse care under the law, we no lon- 
ger believe they met the high standards 
we expect from our park operators.” 

The owners, Shawn Mott and Su- 
san Pennell, did not return calls or an- 
swered messages seeking comment for 
this article. However, in the SF Stan- 
dard article they denied the abuse alle- 
gations, stating they tried their best to 
operate in a challenging situation. They 
claim that they gave their horses ade- 
quate medical treatment and a caring 
environment with enough food, water 
and shelter. 

A 2021 whistleblower report by an 
anonymous former staff member, how- 
ever, describes a very different situa- 
tion. 


AT&T Landlines 


Continued from page 1 


deliver,” said John T. Stankey, AT&T’s 
CEO. “And we know that we’ll be 12 
months, 18 months from fiber deploy- 
ment, and we may want to hold some 
customers, offering them a better ser- 
vice. And we’ll use it as a bridging or 
hold strategy for customers that are 
high value to us. And we’ll continue to 
use that technique where we can. 

“Where I’ve got small numbers of 
data customers in place, I need to get 
them off of fixed infrastructure that I 
ultimately want to shutter because that 
allows me to turn down a geography 
that is a low utilization geography and 
a low profitable geography on the fixed 
side,” he said. “And I can turn out the 
lights, walk away, take cost out of busi- 
ness. I will do that.” 

Telecommunications Policy Direc- 
tor Regina Costa, of The Utility Re- 
form Network (TURN), however, says 
AT&T is trying to unilaterally rewrite 
universal service in California. 

“They could pick and choose who 
they wanted to serve,’ Costa said. 
“They could abandon entire neighbor- 
hoods and communities if they wanted 
to. They are claiming that there are al- 
ternative (COLRs) and that is not true.” 

Costa said AT&T is trying to pitch 
this as a broadband application, but she 
says what this would really do is elimi- 
nate AT&T’s obligation to serve. 

“There’s nothing now — stopping 
AT&T from upgrading its network to 
deploy broadband, they just don’t want 
to,” she said, noting that the COLR 
also serves business customers. 

One scenario in which this might 
become critical is after a major earth- 
quake, like the 1989 Loma Prieta 
quake. 

“The power was out for a consid- 
erable period of time and all of the 
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The Bercut Equitation Field, on Chain of 


== I 


Lakes Drive between JFK 


and Martin Luther King Jr. drives in Golden Gate Park, sits empty on 
May 30 after the SF Recreation and Park Department revoked the op- 
erator’s permit after allegations of animal neglect and mistreatment. 


Photo by Michael Durand. 


“Staff members have repeatedly ex- 
pressed frustration that their concerns 
with horse health are not taken seri- 
ously,” the report said. “This has led 
to a degradation in communication be- 
tween staff and upper management and 
has compromised the welfare of the 
horses. Staff were discouraged from 
contacting Sue or Shawn for vet care 
by onsite management who said that 
upper management would be unrecep- 
tive to questions and requests for horse 
care. 

“This lack of communication and 
trust may have contributed to (the 
horse) Beamer’s unfortunate passing 
as the early warning signs of her wors- 


things that AT&T points to as alterna- 
tives would stop working after a major 
earthquake in a prolonged power out- 
age,” Costa said. “The universal carri- 
er and (COLR) rules were adopted in 
a rule-making where everybody could 
sit down and have a rational, thought- 
ful discussion about how to go about it. 
They were not done in the context of 
a single company wanting to write its 
own rules.” 

Roger Levin lives in the Inner Rich- 
mond and only has a landline and DSL 
internet service, which uses copper 
landlines. He also remembers the 1989 
earthquake. 

“During the earthquake in ’89, I was 
working downtown,” Levin said. “Re- 
member phone booths? Well, almost all 
the cell phones were out. People were 
up and down the streets in the financial 
district waiting for the phone booths 
because those were working. So, when 
the power goes down or is interrupted, 
that’s going to be a real problem.” 

A 2021 study by the U.S. Geological 
Survey and the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, titled The Hay Wired Scenario, 
considered what might happen imme- 
diately following a 7.0 rupture along 
the Hayward fault line, which runs 
through the East Bay. 

“We find potential fragilities of cen- 
tral offices and unanchored equipment 
to extreme shaking in the East Bay, 
which is compounded by fires follow- 
ing the earthquake, and that data cen- 
ters are more prone to liquefaction and 
cumulative effects of large aftershocks 
in Silicon Valley,” the report states. 

“Cellular towers built to Telecommu- 
nications Industry Alliance standards 
for wind loads appear to resist seismic 
loads of the HayWired Scenario and 
are mostly located away from other 
earthquake hazards, but are vulnerable 
to power outages. Cellular equipment 
on poles and buildings are vulnerable 
to extreme shaking, liquefaction and 


ening care were overlooked. This is 
compounded with the issue that many 
of the staff members on site were not 
experienced horse people. They were 
largely uneducated in how to diag- 
nose and treat common ailments. And 
all staff are incapable of administering 
veterinary care to help or ease suffer- 
ing with one exception (no longer em- 
ployed).” 

Among numerous complaints was 
the horses were simply overworked, 
even after a staff member requested 
management reduce the workload. 

“Even so, upper management add- 
ed additional events to Sundays rather 
than removing events from Saturdays, 


fire hazards. 

“Long-haul and interoffice fiber op- 
tic lines cross the fault rupture, run 
through areas with liquefaction and 
(or) fire (and landslides, to a lesser 
extent), and may run along the length 
of three-quarters of the more than 100 
heavily affected bridges. Collateral 
damage to fiber optic lines may result 
from damage to or repair of bridges 
and similarly from collocations with 
roadways, railways, and water, gas and 
oil pipelines. 

“Meeting demand for voice and data 
services after a large earthquake is lim- 
ited by network functionality losses 
from damage to infrastructure, power 
outages and surges in demand for ser- 
vices.’ 

But aside from disaster scenarios, 
others say losing landline service will 
impact their everyday lives. 

Marc Rabideau lives in the Rich- 
mond District but has a physical ther- 
apy clinic at 18th Avenue and Taraval 
Street. He said losing landline service 
would significantly disrupt his busi- 
ness. 

“Td have to get a whole new sys- 
tem,” Rabideau said. “I work with a 
lot of law firms and a lot of them still 
use FAX. Not many people use FAX 
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further increasing their workload,” ac- 
cording to the whistleblower report. 
“Regardless of staff feedback, Chapar- 
ral continued to increase the workload, 
adding beach rides and adding to the 
camp schedule. Though they brought 
in three new horses in April ... two of 
those horses have become unusable 
in the program ... through recurring 
lameness and a colic episode on July 
3, 2021. 

“At the time this document is be- 
ing written, the horses are working 
every weekday including weekends 
(10 a.m.-5 p.m.) and as often as ever 
(approximately 40 clients per day). 
They are used for summer camp from 
9 am.-1:30 p.m. (about 40 kids per 
day). About 5-6 horses are used for 
another two hours for advanced camp. 
Advanced camp is heavier work than 
kids’ camp, usually having the horses 
trotting and steering. 

“Some lessons, saddle club (3-6 rid- 
ers) and beach rides are also scheduled 
during the week. 

“This is an unprecedented workload. 
As a result, horses are put under a great 
deal of stress, tied and tacked most of 
the day in the sun without shade, and 
some have been coming up lame or 
‘off.’ Additionally, horses have been 
exhibiting behavioral issues (biting, 
kicking, bucking, bolting). With proac- 
tive changes to horse management al- 
lowing horses adequate rest, veterinary 
treatment and forage, as well as some 
reduction in workload, these horses 
may be able to recover and proceed 
with less injury.” 

The report also states the indoor 
sleeping quarters of the horses were not 
big enough, leading to problems of the 


Continued on page 12 


but law firms do and it would be very 
expensive for me to have to change, 
switch providers. 

“I also have a home up in Lake 
County and that has a landline. And the 
way the alarm works on the house is if 
I have a landline. It’s not wireless. So, 
if they got rid of that landline I’d be in 
trouble there. People would be break- 
ing in.” 

Dianne Sun is a caretaker for her el- 
derly mother in the Inner Richmond, 
who still uses a landline phone. 

“At her age, she’s in her 90s, she’s 
not able to use a mobile (phone) ef- 
fectively,” she said. “Let’s say I’m not 
home; my mother is on her own for a 
few hours and she needs to call some- 
one. There’s an emergency. That would 
be her only recourse is to use her land- 
line.” 

Diana Merrill manages a_ building 
and she prefers the landline to other 
communication technologies. 

“T like to have the landline because I 
trust it more when I’m on call, where- 
as with a smartphone you’re going to 
have to reboot the thing; you’re going 
to have to keep recharging it,” Merrill 
said. “If Ihave an emergency, I like the 
landline better. I think it’s more reli- 
able.” 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 
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Preponderant Dynasticism 


Honoré de Balzac aptly proclaimed 
in 1901 in “The Works of Honoré 
de Balzac”: “And thus bureaucracy, 
the giant power wielded by pygmies, 
came into the world.” And, with 
approximately 38,000 employees, do 
we have such preponderant dynasti- 
cism at City Hall and elsewhere in our 
49 square miles, plus SFO and other 
lands and buildings which teem with 
such regimens. 

It’s not just the Muni, aka Municipal 
Transportation Agency, which wants 
taxpayer money from the “feds” to 
extend Caltrain from Fourth and King 
streets to the Transbay Terminal in 
one of the nationally ranked boondog- 
gles of this young century, it’s other 
bulwarks of illogic. While gasoline 
tax-paying automobile owners and op- 
erators finance the streets of San Fran- 
cisco, others in city government opine 
about limiting vehicle use. Did you 


know San Francisco’s budget finances 
the SF Bicycle Coalition, a private en- 
tity? I just learned last month of such 
beneficence from City Hall. 
Meanwhile, one Chronicle reader 
advises its idiots and his diminish- 
ing congregants on configuring our 
streets to force public transit use and 
discourage motor vehicles. Martin 
Vatis reminded us in his letter to 
the editor “the high price of’ Muni, 
BART, Golden Gate Transit, Caltrain 
and other operators renders driving 
the sole method practically of moving 
around our conclave. I join Mr. Vatis 
in identifying with him in advocating 
for streets without jaywalkers and 
others who don’t look both ways “be- 
cause their heads are buried in smart 
phones” and streets without “dou- 
ble-parked trucks and other vehicles.” 
Wouldn’t I laud (with him) “streets 
where bicycles stop at red lights 
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and stop signs, (without) ... causing 
drivers to slam on their brakes.” How 
about buses blocking driving lanes 
rather than “pulling over to the curb 
for passengers.” Mr. Vatis wants to 
render driverless vehicles “a thing of 
the past.” Thus far, I haven’t seen such 
vehicles make mistakes, but seniors 
like Mr. Matis and me will watch care- 
fully for gasoline taxpayers’ safety and 
I'll watch City Hall’s love affair with 
the tax-dependent Bicycle Coalition. 
The pinnacle of nerve was displayed 
last month in Denver where illegal 
immigrants at an encampment on city 
sidewalks sent 13 written demands 
to its Democratic mayor to effectuate 
before they will move into indoor 
shelters financed by Denver taxpayers. 
They demand medical visits by doc- 
tors regularly and referrals to medical 
specialists as needed, and cooking 
their own food with fresh ingredients 
which are “culturally appropriate” 
and provided by the city, asserting: 
“We are not in the military, we are 
civilians.” They want free lawyers 
and city “transportation to relevant 
court dates,” plus transportation for 
all their children to and from schools, 
but no law enforcement may monitor 
them, claiming they’re not criminals. 
(What are they if they’re illegally 
in the U.S.?) Meanwhile, Denver’s 
mayor stated publicly last February, 
the city must eliminate $18 million 
per month from public services this 
year to furnish illegal alien services 
after they arrive in Denver. The mayor, 
a real beauty, in the Epoch Times in 
early May claimed such spending 
on illegal aliens would aid those he 
euphemistically entitles “newcomers” 
and taxpaying citizens! Even as a 
“sanctuary city” with a policy of con- 
doning illegal immigration, SF hasn’t 
sustained such demands on our mayor. 
Matters in California could be 
worse for property-taxpayers than in 
New Jersey where Gov. Phil Murphy, 
another politician who rarely sees a 
promise to voters as one which can’t 
be broken, promised no new taxes in 
the Garden State upon nearly losing 
re-election in 2021. The property 
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tax rate has been 2% since 2010 in 
New Jersey’s statutes, not its state 
constitution, unlike California where 
since 1978 it has been embedded in 
our Constitution (Article XIII A, Sec- 
tion | (a)) at 1% of the full cash value, 
thanks to Proposition 13. Murphy, 
however, last month signed legislation 
authorizing some school districts to 
increase local property tax to as much 
as 9.9% per annum this year. (New 
Jersey pays the highest property taxes 
in the country.) No voter approval is 
required. 

California reparations legislation 
has not yet passed the legislature but 
could still do so and cost taxpayers 
a ton of money. Its constitutionality 
is questionable. U.S. Supreme Court 
case law allows race-based payments 
only to remedy recent and systematic 
discrimination by a governmental 
entity which wants to atone for such 
discrimination, and California never 
was a slave state. It has not engaged 
in any modern discrimination against 
blacks, irrespective of slavery. San 
Francisco’s history is the same. 

The reparations bill, SB-1331, 
authored by state Sen. Steven Brand- 
ford, a Democrat, naturally, from 
Gardena in Southern California, was 
passed in the state Senate in May. It is 
now in the state Assembly waiting for 
assignment by the Rules committee to 
the appropriate policy committee. 

The late U.S. Sen. Eugene McCar- 
thy of Minnesota wrote in “A Colony 
of the World”: “When a country has 
no control over its borders, its culture 
or the economy, it then becomes a 
colony of the world, and this is what 
is happening in the world today.” 
McCarthy (probably unknown to this 
generation) was recognized as the 
conscience of the liberal wing of the 
Democratic Party and not a racist, a 
bigot or xenophobe, unlike others who 
believe in the rule of law, immigration 
law enforcement of the law and are 
attacked by Sen. Bernie Sanders, Con- 
gresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cor- 
tez of today’s U.S. Congress or even 
a sanctuary city Board of Supervisors. 
I remind readers that it was Mao 
Tse-Tung, the dictator, who conclud- 
ed a speech on Nov. 6, 1938 to the 
sixth plenary session of the Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist 
Party: “Every Communist must grasp 
the truth: Political power grows out of 
the barrel of a gun.” 

I prefer to remind summer vacation 
readers: “Q. Why do bakers work 
so hard? A. Because they need the 
dough!” More next month as the five- 
way mayor’s race looms larger in our 
foggy environs. 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 
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Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 


Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 


415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 
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Assemblymember Phil Ting 


How to Fund Road Maintenance 


The California Department of Trans- 
portation (Caltrans) has been explor- 
ing alternatives to the state gas tax that 
will finance the road work we need. 
Fewer drivers are paying this fuel tax, 
as they ditch their combustion engines 
in favor of cleaner cars. The problem 
will worsen as California closes in on 
the year 2035 when a ban on the sale 
of new gas-powered vehicles takes 
effect. 

On average, Californians shell out 
about $300 a year in state gas taxes, 
raising about $8 billion annually to 
support 80% of road repair and main- 
tenance. By comparison, zero-emis- 
sion vehicle drivers like me pay a 
$100 annual DMV fee to help make 
up for not paying into the road fund. 
Estimates show there could be a $4.4 
billion shortfall in a decade because of 
dwindling gas tax revenue. 

The good news is, we see this 
coming and we have time to find a 
solution. There have already been two 
pilot programs trying out some ideas, 


but a third one is about to get under 
way, and Caltrans needs 800 volun- 
teers statewide to be part of it. Road 
Charge Program participants will be 
compensated up to $400 in gift cards. 
Sign up now through the end of June 
at caroadcharge.com. 

The road charge is an innovative 
funding mechanism allowing drivers 
to support road and highway mainte- 
nance based on how many miles they 
drive instead of how many gallons of 
gas they use. The more they drive, the 
more they pay. It’s just like electricity 
bills, which are calculated by how 
much power is used. A “user pay” sys- 
tem for transportation funding ensures 
that all drivers pay their fair share of 
keeping our streets in good condition. 

To qualify for the six-month pilot 
program, participants must: 

¢ Be a California resident who is at 
least 18 years old. 


e Drive a non-commercial passenger 


vehicle, including electric or hybrid 
models. 


A Richmond District 
Favorite Since 1959! 


Joe’s Ice Cream 
5420 Geary Blvd. 
415-751-1950 


Connect with us online: 
Joesicecream.com 
instagram.com/joesicecreamst 
facebook.com/joesicecreamsf \ 


@ 
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TRY OUR DELICIOUS BURGERS, CRISPY FRIES, HOT DOGS, SALADS AND MORE 
Voted “Best Ice Cream’ in the 2022/23 “Best of the Richmond District” 


survey by the readers of the Richmond Review newspaper. 


e Have internet access, a valid email 
address, phone number and mailing 
address. 

¢ Have a valid credit or debit card. 

¢ Agree to report mileage and pay 
the monthly road charge. 

Caltrans is looking for a wide array 
of people, so acceptance is not guar- 
anteed. To ensure good data, it wants a 
diversified group, varying in location, 
income level, vehicle type, travel 
patterns and more. The agency will 
choose the volunteers in July, at which 
time they will be asked to register on- 
line and select a method for reporting 
their miles driven. 

While Caltrans has conducted 
similar pilot programs before, this 
year’s trial run will be the first time 
participants will actually send in 
money to the state. Previous programs 
only simulated payments. This will 
give officials a chance to see the risks 
and challenges in the collection of 
road charges before the agency moves 
further with the new funding option. 

The pilot program will start in 
August when people will drive like 
they usually do and pay their month- 
ly road charges online. The per-mile 


charge is still being finalized by an 
advisory committee, but it will likely 
be 2.9-cents a mile. In addition to the 
per-mile group, some of the volunteers 
will be paying a flat monthly fee that 
is also yet to be determined. Another 
group’s bill will be based on their 
vehicle’s fuel efficiency. 

The test period wraps up in January, 
marking the end of the research stage. 
If applicable, participants will receive 
a gas or EV credit, to ensure they were 
not double-taxed. The results will then 
be reported back to the legislature, 
which will be tasked with finding a 
way to ensure California has adequate 
funds to fix and maintain our roads 
and highways. It is vital to our econo- 
my that our roads be in good condition 
because that’s how goods are trans- 
ported and how many of us get to and 
from our jobs. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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Abigai [G fynn 
Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 


I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 


for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 


more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 


Find an archive of Richmond Review 
columns and stories online: RichmondSunsetNews.com 


Wherever life takes you, 
bring a greater purpose to 
your financial journey. 


Our CFS’ financial advisors help navigate complexities 


and seize opportunities that bring greater purpose 
into your financial journey. 


Visit redwoodcu.org/investments or call 
(707) 576-5040 to schedule a complimentary 


consultation today! 


Redwood 
R Credit Union 


Investments & Wealth Management available 


through CUSO Financial Services, L.P.” 


ment products and services are offered through CUSO Financial Services, LP. (" 
obligations of the credit union, and may involve investment risk including possible loss of princi 
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bilitation. 

Recovering the use of her voice was 
her first challenge. She did not want a 
speech box inserted in her larynx. In- 
stead, she did her best to speak natu- 
rally. Every morning she’d say, “Good 
morning, how are you?” She did not 
care if anyone understood her, she kept 
on using her voice, 

“T wanted to get a smile,” she said. 

One Saturday night, as a new nurse 
was taking her vitals, Cheng an- 
nounced, “I have a voice.” But the 
nurse was busy and did not look up. 

“God gave it back’ 

She got a different reaction the next 
morning when she greeted her regular 
nurse: “She screamed and cried and 
called everyone in to celebrate. They 
wanted to know how I got my voice 
back. I told them, God gave it back to 
me. It’s amazing.” 

Seventeen years later, her speech 
seems free of the effects of the trau- 
ma. Her English is functional, but 
she would like to improve it to have 
more sophisticated conversations. She 
has become adept at using low-tech 
tools to control the movements of her 
hands. At mealtimes, she dons a brace 
and uses a weighted spoon to hold her 
hand steady. A strap holds her pen and 
a pointer affixed to her hand helps her 
type. 

A native of Hong Kong, Cheng is a 
petite, energetic woman, dressed com- 
fortably for sitting in a wheelchair all 
day. 

She spends most of her time in a 
crowded, two-bedroom apartment in 
the Central Richmond District. Her 
wheelchair is too bulky to easily move 
down the stairs to the street, so she 
rarely gets out. 

Although her life is physically re- 
stricted, she finds ways to enrich it, 
stay busy, and help her family. 

“Treally enjoy myself now,” she said. 

A caregiver comes in the morning 
and helps her exercise. She helps her 
out of bed and puts her in the wheel- 
chair by a living room window over- 
looking California Street. Then it is 
time to read the news on her computer, 
check email and write checks. She and 
the caregiver chat and watch Chinese 
movies together. She attends an online 
English class once a week. 

Cheng is able to use Zoom, chat, 
watch programs and operate an iPhone 
thanks to an online technology class of- 
fered by the San Francisco Community 
Living Campaign. 

When she first moved to the apart- 
ment after being released from reha- 
bilitation, Cheng wondered what she 
would do with the rest of her life. She 
had always been a caregiver. Now she 
was the one being cared for. 

She recalls noticing “a mountain of 
bills” or maybe it was just “a small 


. PREMIUM QUALITY MEDITERRANEAN, MIDDLE 
EASTERN AND EUROPEAN PRODUCTS 


* LOCAL ORGANIC DAIRY PRODUCTS, GRAINS, 


NUTS AND MORE 


* FRESH BAKLAVA AND DESSERTS 


Above: Virginia Cheng uses a weighted spoon to hold her hand 
steady. Photo by Judy Goddess. Below: Sherman and Virginia Cheng 
on their honeymoon. Photo courtesy of Virginia Cheng. 


hill of bills,” some of which were long 
overdue, and creditors were charging 
interest. 

Now she makes sure the monthly 
bills are paid on time. She cannot bring 
in additional income, but she takes 
pride in saving money for her family. 

Family comes first 

Cheng has always had to work and 
help with family chores. When she was 
10, she and her 9-year-old brother were 
responsible for all the housework in 
their Hong Kong home. Both her par- 
ents were working, and her two older 
sisters were already earning money, so 
it fell to the younger children to clean, 
shop and cook. But there was little 
gratitude in return. 

“My parents never thanked us. They 
never appreciated our work,” she said. 


SPECIALTY GROCERY STORE 


SPIRITS 


* WINE FROM ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN, PORTUGAL, 
LEBANON, GEORGIA, TURKIYE, USA AND MORE 


* INTERNATIONAL SELECTION OF BEERS AND 


When the family moved to San Fran- 
cisco, Cheng, then a teenager, worked 
long hours in a succession of family 
restaurants. She studied English but 
dropped out because of the 12-hour 
days they demanded. “I wanted to earn 
money and help my family,” she said. 

At her aunt’s restaurant — a busy 
place with long lines — she waited ta- 
bles and answered phones. 

“I put my heart in the restaurant. I 


4 * yo } a ba a 
The extended Cheng family on Christmas Day in 2023. Photo courte- 
sy of Virginia Cheng. 


was tired after a long day, but I wanted 
to help my family,” Cheng said. 

But no matter how hard Cheng, her 
father and her younger sisters worked, 
her aunt always called them “slow.” 

After five years, her father opened his 
own restaurant in the Mission District. 
Cheng joined him, working the long 
hours she had become accustomed to. 
Marriage to a classmate she met when 
both were students in Hong Kong did 
not change her work hours. Although 
her father was certain she would want 
children and leave the job, she stayed 
on, assuring him she was there for him 
and the family. 

After her father retired and sold 
the restaurant, the couple had three 
children, two girls and a boy. But she 
and her husband, Sherman Cheng, a 
plumber and handyman, could not af- 
ford childcare, so he worked days, and 
she worked nights to support the fam- 
ily. Finally, she landed a good-paying 
job as a childcare worker for San Fran- 
cisco’s school district, which ended 
with the accident. 


Learning English 

Cheng started attending church on 
Zoom during the pandemic. She now 
attends Bible studies twice a week. 

“When I’m depressed, it tells me 
what to do to calm down.” 

She even exercises her voice by join- 
ing the choir in song before the classes 
begin. 

Last year, she enrolled in an English 
class for Chinese speakers. 

“My English was limited. I wanted 
to speak more than simple English,” 
she said. 

Weekly classes offer an opportunity 
for her to learn new words, improve 
her pronunciation and converse with 
English speakers. 

“My family likes that I’m learning 
English. Voila, it’s all good.” 

Best of all, there’s Teddy, her first 
grandchild, not yet 2 years old. 

“Teddy is so smart. He’s no trouble. 
He loves to be read to. You put on his 
sleep coat and he goes to bed without 
crying and sleeps through the night.” 

But there are dark days. 

“Sometimes I don’t want to stay in 
the world because there are so many 
more people helping me than I’m help- 
ing.” But then she thinks of God and 
says, “I realize he must have a plan for 
me.” And she begins thinking of other 
ways she can contribute to her family. 

Judy Goddess is a writer for the San 
Francisco Senior Beat website. Her 
Story is reprinted here with permission. 
sfseniorbeat.com. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BAZAAR CAFE EVENTS 
Free events at Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California St. All events at 7 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
Literature: Bazaar Writers Salon, first Sundays, 6-8:30 p.m. 
Music: Saturday, June 1, Reggie Garrett and Christine Gunn; Saturday, June 8, Leanne Tallis 
album release; Friday, June 14, Sweet Ruckus and friends; Saturday, June 15, Sleeping Porch; 
Friday, June 21, opera with Rubina Mazurka; Saturday, June 22, Alex Walsh. 
Comedy: Danny Dechi Comedy Showcase, third Fridays. 
Go to bazaarcafe.com for details and schedule updates. 


CLEMENT STREET ART WALK 
Clement Street Art Walk is a monthly community evening event bringing local art to 
the small businesses on Clement Street. Listen to live music, mingle with your neighbors and 
enjoy local artists featured at your favorite small businesses while you shop local. Every third 
Thursday of the month, 5-8 p.m. on Clement Street from Arguello Boulevard to Park Presidio 
Boulevard (and beyond)! Learn more at clementstreetsf.com. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should 
not be considered our editorial stances on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a bal- 
ance of viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to 
the editor to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the 
website, 500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Jess Goldstein, the creator of the Richmond Review crossword puzzles, with be taking a 
break this month and is planning to return for the July issue. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities in the Richmond District. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smart- 
phone, tablet or laptop. Drop-in for one-on-one session in English and Russian, Friday, June 
7, 1:30-3 p.m. at the Richmond Branch Library (351 Ninth Ave.). For more information, please 
call 415-474-1558 or email techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS ATTHE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, RICHMOND BRANCH 
351 NINTH AVE., 415-355-5600 

CHILDREN/FAMILY PROGRAMS: 
"Storytime: For Babies.” Playtime follows directly after the Storytime. Limited to 46 partici- 
pants, tickets required. Mondays 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Storytime: For Toddlers." Playtime follows directly after Storytime. Richmond 10th Avenue 
Park. Some blankets and chairs provided. In case of extreme weather, Storytime will be held 
inside. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
“Activity: Lego Free Play." Build skyscrapers, forts, castles or whatever your imagination desires 
with LEGO. For ages 5 and older. June 11, 3:30-5 p.m. 
"Performance: Taiko Drumming with Kristy Oshiro." Feel the thunderous sounds of taiko drums 
as Kristy Oshiro combines Japanese language, culture and history into an exciting experience. 
Richmond 10th Avenue Park. Thursday, June 13, 11-11:45 a.m. 
"STEM: Bubble Cube!” Discover how to make a cube shaped bubble using straws, pipe clean- 
ers and bubble solution. For children and their families. Thursday, June 20, 2-3 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENS: 
"Leather Bracelets.” Design a one-of-a-kind leather bracelet with leather stamps and fasteners. 
For ages 10-18. Space limited. Reservations required: 415-355-5648. Thursday, June 27, 4-6 
p.m. 
PROGRAMS FORALL AGES: 
"Refuse Refuse: Neighborhood cleanup and Storytime.” Led by community member Vince 
Yuen, meet atthe 10th Avenue door of the Richmond Library to help with neighborhood clean- 
up. Every second Tuesday of the month. June 11, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
"Milagra Ridge Field Trip." A partnership with the National Park Service. Join the National Parks 
staff on a guided tour and learn about the plants and animals native to the area. Get your 
hands dirty and give back to your National Park with a family-friendly plant stewardship activ- 
ity. Space is limited. Registration required in person at Richmond Branch Library. Registration 
begins June 1. Saturday, June 15, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 
"Breath Meditation and Gentle Yoga with Don Narin." Guided meditation for calming and 
stress release with gentle form of yoga that anyone can do. No movement beyond what is 
comfortable for you. Very relaxing and calming. Every Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon. 
"Beginners Tai Chi with Patrick Lau.” Learn and practice beginning Tai Chi guided by Patrick 
Lau. Tai Chi may help improve your overall health, fitness, balance, flexibility, coordination 
and posture. Space is limited, call for reservation: 415-355-5600. Mondays, June 3 and 10, 
2-3:30 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Tech Savy at 60+" Learn basics of tablets and iPhones. It is a seven-class series. Please 
bring your own devices: Apple/Android. The class is taught in Cantonese. Space is limited, call 
for reservation: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the Elderly. 
Wednesday, June 5, 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Drop-In Tech Support for Older Adults with the Felton Institute Tech Squad." Get one- 
on-one help with your phone or tablet, searching the internet, setting up an email account and 
other basic computer tasks. Cantonese-speaking Tech Squad members are available to assist, 
Friday, June 7, 1:30-3 p.m. 
"Read Together, Silent Book Club.” Bring any book (fiction or nonfiction) for a period of silent 
reading followed by a discussion when you share what you are reading with others. The club 
meets every other Wednesday. Wednesdays, June 12 and 26, 3-5 p.m. 
"Screen-printing with Calixto Robles.” Create your own work of print art using pre-prepared 
screens. Paper will be provided, bring your own tote bag or T-shirt to get printed. Calixto Robles 
is a painter, printmaker and sculptor from Oaxaca, Mexico. Inspired by the myths, symbols, 
colors, and ancient traditions of Meso-America, he mixes the silkscreen techniques, which en- 
hance texture and brilliant color, with drawn and found images. Robles’ paintings explore 
magical realms while his ceramics allow him to reconnect with earthly materials. Space limit: 
ed. Reservations required: 415-355-5600. Connect: search Calixto Robles for website, Insta- 
gram and Facebook. Thursday, June 6, 4-6 p.m. 
"Income Planning for Retirement.” Basic financial concepts. How to create a lifetime guaran- 
teed personal pension plan, and how to have tax-free income during retirement. The presenta- 
tion is in Russian. Saturday, June 22, 2-3:30 p.m. 
"Japanese Bonsai." Dory Schrader, co-founder of Bonsaify, will present the history of bonsai 
and some basic information about bonsai care and maintenance. This program is in partner- 
ship with the Bonsai Society of San Francisco. Space is limited. Please reserve: 415-355-5600. 
Tuesday, June 25, 2-3 p.m. 


"Presentation: San Francisco Opera Behind the Scenes - American Opera.” Take a deep dive 
into the San Francisco Opera's upcoming performances and themes with Cole Thomason-Re- 
dus, the Opera's content curator for the Department of Diversity, Equity and Community. Rich- 
mond Branch will host three Sunday Summer sessions in this series: American Opera on June 
30, Bizet's Carmen on July 28 and A Sneak Peek at the 2024 Fall Season on Aug. 25. Adults, 
teens and children are welcome to attend these multimedia, insider's view presentations. Con- 
nect: search San Francisco Opera for website and Instagram. Sunday, June 30, 2-3:30 p.m. 


FREE SELF-DEFENSE WORKSHOPS FOR OLDER ADULTS 

One Richmond is partnering with Tat Wong Kung Fu Academy to offer FREE self-de- 
fense workshops to older adults in the Richmond District. In response to continuing an- 
ti-Asian racism, this initiative aims to provide practical skills and boost confidence in a safe, 
supportive environment. Workshops are one-hour long and include demonstrations, active 
participation and using self-defense tools like hand alarms. Each participant gets a hand alarm 
at the end of the seminar. Thursday, June 6 and Saturday, June 8, Tat Wong Kung Fu Academy, 
4801 Geary Blvd. at the corner of 12th Avenue. To register, visit the One Richmond website 
(onerichmondsf.com) or get forms from the office at 802 Clement St. (Tuesday-Friday, noon- 
5 p.m.). For more information, contact One Richmond at 415-683-8402 or email at onerich- 
mond@richmondsf.org. Monolingual Chinese speakers can also contact Sarah Li at 510-821- 
1841 for help with registration. 


GOLDEN GATE PARK BAND 
The Golden Gate Park Band's 142nd season of summer concerts series runs until 
Oct. 6 on Sundays* at 1 p.m. at the Spreckels Temple of Music (aka the Bandshell) in Golden 
Gate Park. San Francisco's oldest musical organization, founded in 1882, continues a new era 
of music for San Francisco and the Bay Area. ALLSHOWS FREE! All Welcome! * All concerts start 
at 1 p.m. on Sundays except Thursday, July 4 and Monday, Sept. 2 (Labor Day). Learn more at 
goldengateparkband.org. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy June birthday to Carolyne Bartolome, Art Bickford, Barry Bradlyn, Ralph and Myra 
Chapin, Reiko Chow, Roni Craig, Kyle C. Curry, Devin and Kirstin, Irina Doliner-Kelly, Jennifer 
Dove, Reganomics Dermudez, Bjorn and Goldie, Dilley, Vincent Edward, Jermelyn Genove, 
Yanina Gotsulsky, Douglas Gorney, William Haubenstein, Chris Kelly, John Kolb, Barbara 
Wilson Langstaff, Sydney Lue, Thomas Lue, Todd Lue, Mariah Manzano, Andrew McWilliams, 
Anne Oz, Brendan Pinder, Christina Sullivan, Michael Sullivan, William Ryan Nies, Vicki and 
Joyce, Evan Van Nostrand, Lindsay Van Nostrand, Rich Van Nostrand, Ryan Van Nostrand, Travis 
Van Nostrand, Nathan Vickers, Ellie Vogel, Gail Walsh, Frankie West, Arlin Wong, Dana Wong, 
Franklin Wong and Previn Wong. To add a name to the monthly birthday list, email Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


HEART OF THE RICHMOND DISTRICT NIGHT MARKET 

This engaging and entertaining event in the Central Richmond District will be a 
family-friendly event highlighting the diverse offerings from small local businesses and will 
appeal to people of all ages - locals and visitors alike. Activities and booths will include arts 
and crafts, carnival-style games, small business vendors, resources from community organiza- 
tions, activities, performances and dining with pre-packaged food options. Providing a fun and 
festive night out in the neighborhood will introduce locals and visitors to the welcoming and 
diverse community and increase support for local small businesses. The first night market will 
take place on Saturday, June 8, 4-8 p.m. on Clement Street between 22nd and 25th avenues. 
Learn more at heartoftherichmonddistrictnightmarket.com. 


LONG-TERM CARE OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM 
The San Francisco Long-Term Care Ombudsman program offers free, confidential 
support to address issues raised by residents in long-term care facilities and free training op- 
portunities for those interested in becoming volunteer ombudsmen. Our next virtual training 
begins May 31, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For details on training or accessing support, call 415-751-9788 
or email ombudsman@felton.org. 


MEET THE EDITOR OF THE RICHMOND REVIEW 

Meet the editor of the Richmond Review: You are invited to meet with Michael Durand, 
editor and publisher of the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers and the Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com website. Bring your story ideas, feedback, suggestions, questions, 
announcement items and advertising inquiries. We are also welcoming new writers and pho- 
tographers interested in contributing stories and photos. The Meet the Editor session is at the 
One Richmond storefront, 802 Clement St. and corresponds with the monthly Clement Street 
Art Walk, every third Thursday of the month, 4-6 p.m. For more information, call 415-706-6428 
or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Scheduled appointments not necessary but ap- 
preciated. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the “Photos of the Month” gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


PIANO LESSONS 
With my unique teaching method, | will show you how to find every chord on the key- 
board - major, minor, sharp and flat - in less than 10 minutes. Then I'll show you how to start 
playing songs at your very first lesson. No need to be able to read music. Call Michael at 415- 
706-6428 to learn more. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 

Thursday, June 6, 3:30-4:30 p.m., One Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/528372/. 

Friday, June 7, 8-9 a.m., Morning Coffee Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/513212/. 
Friday, June 7, 3:30-5 p.m., Clement Street Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/437706/. 
Saturday, June 
event/399341/. 
Saturday, June 8, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Central Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/613409/. 

Tuesday, June 11, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Richmond Library Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/553131/. 


8, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


Continued on page 13 
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Gary Meyer a Major Player in 


By Noma Faingold 


Gary Meyer walks into the lobby of 
the Premiere Theater in the Presidio on 
April 24, opening night of the 67th SF- 
FILM Festival. 

Meyer is a VIP, but does not act like 
it, as he waits his turn in a short line 
to pick up his festival pass and tickets 
to the screening of “Didi,” a semi-au- 
tobiographical, coming-of-age film by 
Sean Wang, a young director from Fre- 
mont, delivering his first feature. 

As a couple of people walk by, they 
wave to Meyer with the familiarity of 
next-door neighbors. One man stops 
and greets him with a cursory, “How 
are you?” As soon as they start talking 
about something film related, they start 
smiling. 

There is a succession of these kinds 
of mutually welcoming exchanges. Ev- 
ery few steps he takes, someone hugs 
him or initiates a chat. Meyer, 76, who 
exudes an energetic demeanor (for any 
age), seems more animated by the time 
he steps inside the theater after at least 
20 minutes. 

Three days later, Meyer would be 
honored for his vast contribution to 
the film industry — locally, national- 
ly and internationally — with the Mel 
Novikoff Award, during an afternoon 
lineup he programmed. But, of course, 
he did. For the last 30 years, the award 
has been “given to an individual or 
institution whose work has enhanced 
the film-going public’s appreciation of 
world cinema,” according to a festival 
press release. 

But on this opening night, Meyer is 
just excited to see a new independent 
film. 

Born and raised in Napa, Meyer fell 
in love with movies at age 7 when he 
saw “Lady and the Tramp.” Then an 
amateur magician, Meyer said, “I saw 
it and it was magical.” 


Meyer’s Dream 
Double Features 


Gary Meyer has programmed thou- 
sands of double features in his career. 
He was asked to share two double bills 
he would recommend right now. Not 
surprisingly, he offered more. (Stream- 
ing platforms are listed.) 

“Sullivan’s Travels,” directed by 
Preston Sturges (Prime) and a silent 
film by Buster Keaton, “Sherlock Jr.” 
(Tubi, Prime). “The second film is only 
45 minutes, so I’d have to add a short 
subject, “The Critic,’ (Tubi), written 
by Mel Brooks,” he said. “These are 
all about going to the movies, which 
is a magical experience that means so 
much to me. I hope someday people 
have a chance to see them in a theater 
with an audience.” 

Wim Wenders’ 


newest, “Perfect 


Horse Ranch 


Continued from page 7 


horses not getting enough sleep. And 
they were not kept clean enough. 

“Due to the relative size of the hors- 
es to their stalls, the stalls rapidly fill 
up with waste causing the majority 
of the bedding to become soaked and 
dirty,” according to the report. “As a 
result, the few horses that do lay down 
(on occasion) are found in the morning 
soaked in manure and urine.” 

It gave examples of neglected horses 
and alleged results from that neglect, 
citing three horses in particular: Jack, 
Sammie and Beamer. 

“Jack was found colicking in a re- 
cumbent position. Onsite care was 
unable to rouse Jack and the episode 
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Gary Meyer of Oakland posing 
for photographers on April 27 
when he was honored at the 67th 
SFFILM Festival with the Mel 
Novikoff Award. Photo by Noma 
Faingold. 


He went to the library to research 
animation. His father gave him a 
8mm camera and Meyer started cre- 
ating animated films. By age 12, his 
parents turned over the barn hayloft 
to him. Meyer turned it into a movie 
theater and performance space called 
the Above-the-Ground Theatre, a refer- 
ence to the “underground cinema” that 
was emerging in the 1960s. 

It started out with hanging a king- 
size sheet and building a projection 
booth. He was not only making mov- 
ies, but he also sought out prints of 
classic films and shorts. As a teenager, 
he showed more than 200 films. 

“We did workshops and published 
magazines,” he said. “I got kicked out 
of school because of them. It was great 


Days” (Prime). “It’s a masterpiece that 
pairs perfectly with Akira Kurosawa’s 
“Tkiru” (Max), two films about Japa- 
nese men dealing with aging in very 
different ways,” he said. “Let me make 
it a triple bill with Ozu’s “Tokyo Story” 
(Tubi, Max). Fits perfectly.” 

Meyer named two 1960s films which 
maintain their societal relevance. “Stan- 
ley Kubrick’s “Dr. Strangelove’ (Max) 
with John Frankenheimer’s ‘The Man- 
churian Candidate’ (Tubi, MGM+) are 
hard to beat in commenting on today’s 
world political situation,” he said. “In 
high school, I saw a double bill of those 
two films. I went three nights in a row 
because I’d never seen anything like 
them. I had so many questions. I was 
constantly seeing movies that broke the 
mold of what I knew.” 

Gary Meyer writes about film for his 
online magazine eatdrinkfilm.com. 


— Noma Faingold 


was beyond the scope of onsite care. 
Veterinary care is only obtained un- 
der the purview of Sue and/or Shawn, 
who are not onsite to assess or react. 
When notified, the response by upper 
management was that “Jack just has to 
work through it’ as well as a thumbs-up 
emoji and no vet was acquired. 
“Sammie, a bay Arabian mare with 
one sock on the right hind came up with 
lameness and swelling in the left hind 
preventing her from bearing weight on 
the limb for any significant portion of 
time. An employee alerted on site man- 
agement on June 13, 2021, who relayed 
the message to upper management. 
“Upper management told them to 
wait and see if the condition resolved. 
Shawn came out to examine Sammie 
during the week, but did not contact 
a veterinarian. The leg was poulticed 


fun. I thought I wanted to be a film- 
maker. That was the plan.” 

He is grateful that his parents did not 
push him into the family business, a 
small chain of jewelry stores (founded 
in the 1920s by his grandparents), in 
such locations as Sacramento, Vallejo 
and Vacaville. 

While still in his teens, during one of 
his many visits to San Francisco to see 
films at the art house Surf Theater in 
the Outer Sunset District, Meyer met 
owner Novikoff, who quickly became 
his mentor, friend and eventual collab- 
orator. Even before Meyer started film 
school at San Francisco State Universi- 
ty, he had an open invitation to screen 
films at the Surf. 

“IT was hooked on movies and want- 
ed to see everything I could,” Meyer 
said. “Mel taught me it’s a good thing 
to break the rules.” 

Meyer, who currently lives in Oak- 
land, also frequented the Fox (Parkside) 
Theatre on Taraval Street and soaked 
in many films at now-closed Richmond 
District theaters, including the Alexan- 
dria, Coronet and Bridge. 

He helped save the Balboa Theater, 
which was on the brink of closing. 
While he owned and operated the twin 
theater in the Outer Richmond from 
2001-2012, he initially did his own 
market research by talking to matinee 
audience members, who were of an 
older demographic. He revitalized the 
theater by implementing a program- 
ming and marketing shift. 

“It was about retaining the people in 
the daytime but programming it more 
intelligently to add an audience of film 
lovers at night,” he said. 

He also created a newsletter, add- 
ed special events and even gave away 
prizes, all of which, he said, “brought 
in more neighborhood people and cre- 
ated more of a community.” 

Meyer’s credits and achievements 


Koji Yakusho (left) and Arisa Nakano in “Perfect Days,” (2023) direct- 


Film and Theaters on SF’s West Side 


are too lengthy to list. His bio is 12 
pages. 

“T also have a 160-word bio,” he 
said. “The long one is mostly so I can 
remember everything.” 

Actually, he seems to vividly re- 
member all his experiences when it 
comes to movies. While in conversa- 
tion with film journalist Anne Thomp- 
son at the Novikoff Award ceremony, 
Meyer recalled colorful anecdotes, 
such as meeting heroes Groucho Marx 
and Alfred Hitchcock at the Cannes 
Film Festival during a 1971-72 trip to 
Europe that lasted more than a year at 
the beginning of his 53-year marriage 
to his wife, Cathy. 

Some of his most impactful roles in- 
clude co-founding Landmark Theatres 
(a national chain focused on adventur- 
ous programming), creative marketing 
strategies and cultivating audience loy- 
alty. He also became a programmer/ 
marketing consultant of the Telluride 
Film Festival in 1998, which led to be- 
coming resident curator (1999-2006) 
and then co-director with co-founding 
director Tom Luddy from 2006-2015. 

Meyer has a monumental list of 
filmmakers, including Spike Lee, Da- 
vid Lynch, Christopher Nolan, Gus 
Van Sant, Jane Campion, John Waters, 
Steven Soderbergh and Todd Haynes, 
whose work he has boosted through 
distribution, clever marketing or just 
because he passionately believed in 
their talent. 

Thompson started her conversation 
with Meyer, who is also a journalist, 
by telling the audience, “The thing 
about Gary is he’s a generous soul who 
knows a lot. He knows more about 
film than any of us and he shares it. He 
wants to give everyone else a taste of 
his enthusiasm.” 

She then turned to him and said, 
“That’s one of your great traits.” 


ed by Wim Wenders. Photo courtesy of NEON. 


and wrapped and Sammie was taken 
out of work. However, she continued 
to show signs of pain on this limb and 
spent most of her time outside of her 
stall laying down. Sammie was finally 
removed to Woodside for treatment the 
morning of June 20, 2021, after a full 
week of evident pain. 

“Beamer ‘underwent two instances 
of severe colic in my time at Chaparral 
GGP. When the first episode occurred, 
she was found laying down at the end 
of the day, was unwilling to get up, and 
had white gums. As Chaparral does 
not employ a vet for their GGP hors- 
es, a staff member had to drive to the 
Woodside area to acquire banamine, an 
NSAID pain relieving medication from 
the farrier/handyman (a round-trip of 
about two hours). Upon administering 
banamine, Beamer recovered. 


“On the morning of Wednesday, June 
30, 2021, Beamer again colicked, fol- 
lowing several weeks of weight loss, 
increased biting and lethargy in les- 
sons, which was noticed by myself and 
onsite staff. 

“On that morning, Beamer was re- 
ported to be somewhat less reactive to 
having her cinch tightened that morn- 
ing, but staff was not aware that she 
was in duress until she collapsed in the 
middle of a camp session. Staff was 
able to remove the rider beforehand, 
but had to bring Beamer to her feet 
again to remove the saddle. She laid 
down repeatedly despite efforts to keep 
her standing and walking, which is ev- 
idence of extreme duress. She was hu- 
manely put down at Woodside, which 
spared her a long journey with a likely 
poor prognosis.” 
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‘Then and Now’: Geary Boulevard and Fourth Avenue 


y 


Left: This photo shows the view east on Geary Street (later Boulevard) and Fourth Avenue on May 17, 1912. Work crews were removing 
the cable car system from Geary. Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: Not 
much in this May 28 photo looks the same as the photo on the left from 112 years ago. Photo by Michael Durand. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS Fine Art Framing 
Continued from page 11 CAPRICORN Custom Framing 


Thursday, June 13, 10-11:30 a.m., Fulton Playground Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ FRAMING 3D Objects 


event/629883/. Diplomas 

Friday, June 14, 5-6:15 p.m., OuterRichmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/450069/. D 

Saturday, June 15, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ ocuments 
event/399341/. Memorabilia 
Thursday, June 20, 10:30 a.m.-noon, Rise & Grind Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ . 

event/413075/. 10% off first custom Mirrors 

Saturday, June 22, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., BookshopSF Richmond Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ framing order a 
aa We specialize in 
Saturday, June 22, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ : : A 
event/399341/. www.capricornframing.com conservation and 
Neel 29, 10 a.m.-noon, Richmond District Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ archival methods 


Saturday, June 29, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
oventi399341 | ? 3232 Geary Blvd (between Parker & Spruce) 
San Franci A 9411 
RICHMOND REVIEW AT HEART OF THE RICHMOND NIGHT MARKET ) tebe CAB 4 
Stop by and say hi! Come visit the Richmond Review booth at the inaugural Heart of the (415) 292-3390 
Richmond Night Market on Saturday, June 8, 4-8 p.m. on Clement Street between 22nd and 
25th avenues. Free RR hats with each $30 donation (while supplies last)! 


Self-Help for 
STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from A tndc © the Elderly 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. a eS 8 5b me 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 

THANK YOU! You’re Invited to the 1234 Great Highway 
Sincere thanks to the readers who generously donated to the Richmond Review F ° ° 
and those who signed up on the Patreon funding campaign. Your contributions helps keep Senior Affordable Housing Project 


us financially healthy. If you signed up or donated and haven't received Richmond Review 
branded products (tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or shirt), please send an email to Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. We would also like to share just your name in the paper to thank 
you. Please let us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit our website to sign up for our Pat- : : 
reon campaign, send a check to Richmond Review, P.O. Box 16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via TNDC and Self-Help for the Elderly (SHE) will host a public 


PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! meeting on Tuesday, June 25 to discuss the proposed 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20 word minimum. Share birthday greetings, wed- development of affordable housing for low-income seniors 
dings, anniversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business in the Outer Sunset community. 
accomplishments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


Community Meeting June 25 


Announcements run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers When: 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 25 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (average of 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 22nd of the month. Mail check to: P.O. Where: S.F. True Light Baptist Church 

Box 16035, S.F.,CA 94116 or use PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Call . 

415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com for more details. 4250 Judah Street, San Francisco, CA 94122 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or a community event announce- What: A chance a meet the team of architects and 
ments free of charge. project team behind the proposed 


development at 1234 Great Highway, ask 
We support small businesses: Free announcements for small businesses celebrat- P g Y 


ing an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send announcement to questions and provide input on the project 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSES The 1234 Great Highway Senior Affordable Housing Project is a 
ADVERTISE! joint venture between TNDC and SHE. It will provide more than 


Keep your business or organization “top of mind” 200 affordable and supportive apartments for seniors. For more 
ithan aitordable localadan the information on the project, including FAQs and updates on the 
Richmond Review or on our website, development, visit 1234greathighway.com. 
RichmondSunsetNews.com 
For rates, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 
or call 415-706-6428. 


LOOK FOR US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: Facebook - SF Richmond Review, Instagram - @RichmondSunsetNews, X - @RichmondSunset 
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Senior Housing on Geary 


Continued from page 1 


pendently should still apply 
but need to arrange for a care- 
giver or third-party support 
program. 

All senior residents will 
have access to a community 
room, landscaped courtyards 
on both the ground level and 
seventh floor, laundry  fa- 
cilities, a bike room (but no 
parking spaces for cars) and 
activities to be planned by the 
staff. Two social workers will 
be on site to help the residents. 
Eventually, TNDC hopes to 
rent out commercial space on 
the ground floor and is looking 
for nonprofits or community 
organizations interested in lo- 
cating there. 

To be eligible to apply, an 
individual must be a “senior” 
(age threshold has not yet 
been determined) and have 
a maximum income equal to 
50% of the Average Median 
Income (AMI) for San Fran- 
cisco, which is calculated by 
the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. Ap- 
proximately 65 of the 98 total 
apartments will be allocated, 
by lottery, between “low-in- 
come” seniors with 50% AMI, 
or $52,450 per year; “very 


low-income” seniors with 25% 
AMI or $26,250 annually; and 
“extremely low income” se- 
niors with 15% AMI, or an in- 
come of $15,750 or less. 

In the fall, seniors can ap- 
ply online by visiting hous- 
ing.sfgov.org or by request- 
ing a paper application from 
MOHCD at 415-701-5500. All 
applicants will be entered into 
a lottery and will be assigned 
a place in line depending on 
whether they qualify for cer- 
tain preferences. For example, 
applicants who live or work in 
San Francisco are placed high- 
er in line. Tenants displaced 
by circumstances, such as 
no-fault eviction or fire, also 
receive a preference in afford- 
able housing lotteries. 

When Fewer announced 
the project in the fall of 2020, 
there was to be a 40% “neigh- 
borhood preference” given to 
District 1 residents, but this 
was reduced once the proj- 
ect obtained funding from 
the California Department of 
Housing and Community De- 
velopment, which only allows 
for a 25% neighborhood pref- 
erence. 

After all the preferences 
are applied, applicants will be 
contacted and asked to apply 


Need Expert Professional 


Real Estate Services? 


Contact John Lee today for a free consultation: 
(415) 465-0505 or johnlee@isellsf.com 


As your Trusted Advisor 


I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
I will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


As your Expert Facilitator 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. 


Smart. Empathic. 


Experienced. Dedicated. 


COMPASS 


Serving as your local newspaper columnist for the past 25 years! 


www.isellsf.com 


A new mural is visible on Geary Boulavard, The | new - building’ Ss entrance will be at 
388 Sixth Ave., changed from 4200 Geary. Photo by Linda Badger. 


specifically for 388 Sixth Ave. 
Applicants are encouraged to 
act quickly in the process. 

“We believe we will receive 
a high volume of applications 
for this property,” Ma said. 

The remaining 32 of the 98 
available apartments will not 
be allocated by lottery. Rath- 
er, 20 of the remaining units 
have been set aside for “at 
risk” or previously unhoused 
individuals. They will be re- 
ferred to 388 Sixth Ave. by the 
San Francisco Department of 
Homelessness and Supportive 
Housing through its “coordi- 
nated entry system” for indi- 
viduals experiencing home- 
lessness. Twelve more units 
will be set aside for formerly 
homeless senior veterans, who 
will be referred to the proper- 
ty through the U.S. Veterans 
Administration, which admin- 
isters its own housing waitlist. 

Each year, MOHCD sets the 
maximum rent for “affordable 
housing.” Basically, MHOCD 
assumes that approximately 
one-third of a person’s total in- 
come goes to housing expens- 
es and applies this fraction 
to the percentage of the AMI 
earned by the tenant(s), with 
higher rents for larger units or 
multiple occupants. 

“San Francisco has among 
the highest AMI in the na- 
tion, but for many it is still 
not enough to afford a mar- 
ket-rate apartment,’ accord- 
ing to MOHCD. TNDC said it 


Ms. Marian’ S Dance Garden 


Join us for SUMMER CAMPS 2024! 


Week long camps — with extended care! 


June 10-July 26 


For Pre K through High School Students! 


LIMITED ENROLLMENT 


° Fairy Princess Camps 


¢ Arts + Crafts/Cooking Camp 


¢ Musical Theatre Camp 


. a on + Choreography Camp 


i SH Workshop Saturdays June 15-July 27 
for kids of all ages and their parents! 


Check our website for more detailed ee 
descriptions and HOW TO REGISTER=y = 


Above: The former Ashley and McMullen Funeral Home 
at 4200 Geary Blvd. seen here on Oct. 16, 2020. Below: 
The new replacement building still under construction 
in May, 2024. Photos by Michael Durand. 


hag worked to masks 388 Sixth 
Ave. as affordable as possible. 
It has yet to finalize the precise 
rents it will charge, but esti- 
mates that, depending on the 
percent of AMI (50%; 25% or 
15%) earned by individuals, 
studios will cost between $317 
to $1,234 per month and that 
one-bedrooms will range from 
$342 to $1,391 per month. 
Tenderloin Neighborhood 
Development Corporation is 
a nonprofit and has been pro- 
viding affordable housing and 
services for low-income res- 
idents in San Francisco since 
1981. Growing beyond its 
roots in the Tenderloin, it cur- 
rently operates 45 buildings 
across seven neighborhoods. 
By 2025, TNDC expects to be 


Kilduff’s Korner 


operating in three additional 
neighborhoods: Hayes Valley 
and the Sunset and Richmond 
districts. 

“We are grateful for the 
support of the District 1 super- 
visor and the network of Rich- 
mond community organiza- 
tions whose input and support 
helped shape the program and 
made the building possible,” 
said Katie Lamont, interim 
co-chief executive officer of 
TNDC. “We know that com- 
munity members and prospec- 
tive applicants are eager for 
the building’s opening early 
next year and thank the local 
community for their patience 
and understanding throughout 
the construction process.” 


By Paul Kilduff 


KIpUrE 


You realize you could be scrapbooking now, right? 
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Western Neighborhoods Project Celebrates Its Quarter-Century Birthday 


By Clarisse Kim 


Western Neighborhoods Project Ex- 
ecutive Director Nicole Meldahl looks 
over the glittering scene. Sequined 
dresses and metallic shirts glimmer 
like tiny stars under the dim theater 
lights. Seltzer cans glint as they click 
open; cake is passed around on paper 
plates along with a sprinkle of laugh- 
ter. Smiles sparkle through the room 
as guests reminisce about the old Play- 
land days. 

Meldahl knows there are brighter 
stars waiting above in the projection 
room — a drag legend in her shimmer- 
ing makeup and an award-winning 
journalist. Everyone has gathered to 
celebrate. 

The Western Neighborhoods Project 
(WNP) is a gem of the Richmond and 
Sunset neighborhoods, and that night, 
the 4 Star Theater shone to match. 

On May 15, the history organization 
and its supporters “partied like it was 
1999” during its 25th birthday bash. 
Held at the Central Richmond movie 
house, the old-time, prom-themed cel- 
ebration consisted of a deep-dive into 
WNP’s history, a live recording of the 
nonprofit’s “Outside Lands San Fran- 
cisco” podcast and some light-hearted 
fundraising. 

Drag sensation Peaches Christ and 
senior SFGATE reporter Amanda Bar- 
lett held the focus of the show as pod- 
cast guests and as judges of the unof- 
ficial WNP Prom Queen competition. 

The event kicked off with appear- 
ances from District 1 Supervisor Con- 
nie Chan and District 3 Supervisor and 
Board President Aaron Peskin who 
presented WNP with a certificate of 
honor. Shortly afterward, Meldahl gave 
a retelling of WNP’s history, from its 
founding in 1999 to major projects and 
its impact today. 

“We like to dig deeper than capital 
H history, the formal academic narra- 
tive,’ Meldahl said. “At WNP, we re- 
search things like old-timey theaters 
and bygone fast-food chains and share 
their stories with everyone.” 

During the event, Meldahl discussed 
WNP’s major accomplishments, such 
as the Cliff House Project, which 
shared photos and preserved more than 
100 artifacts after the landmark shut 
down. Other notable mentions includ- 
ed the Outside Lands podcast and the 
Open SF History photo archive, which 
when combined, compiled more than 
500 episodes and in excess of 50,000 
photographs of San Franciscan history. 

Beneath the sheer amount of histor- 
ical content lies a more multifaceted 
story. Co-founders Woody LaBounty 
and David Gallagher were inspired to 
start the organization in order to share 
the untold history of the western neigh- 
borhoods. 

“Belvedere in Marin County had 
its own historical society, but the 
Richmond District didn’t,’ LaBoun- 
ty writes in his article, Origins of the 
WNP. “Geary Boulevard was pro- 
nounced ‘Gary’ and Arguello was ‘Ar- 
Gwell-O,’ and gosh darn it, shouldn’t 
this all be documented somewhere?” 

Under LaBounty’s watch, WNP 
flourished, holding countless oral 
history projects, including youth his- 
tory engagement and narrated histo- 
ry walks. A few years later, Meldahl 
joined WNP first as a volunteer archi- 
vist in 2012. Throughout the 2010s, 
Meldahl worked her way up the ranks, 
taking on more public roles, becoming 
a guest host on WNP’s crown-jewel 
podcast around 2017. 

In 2019, when LaBounty received 


a job offer from SF Heritage, Meldahl 
took over as the executive director of 
WNP, keeping the organization alive 
during the pandemic. 

“Both of them literally looked at 
me and were like, “Welp! You’re up, 
slugger! Do you want to run Western 
Neighborhoods Project?’” Meldahl 
joked, “And I was like, ‘no!’” 

Chelsea Sellin, Meldahl’s “partner in 
crime,” knew Meldahl well before her 
WNP days. Sellin joined WNP around 
2015 as a volunteer before working 
her way up to becoming the president 
of the board. After taking the helm of 
WNP, Meldahl recruited Sellin as the 
organization’s second full-time em- 
ployee, the director of programs. 

Throughout their careers, Meldahl 
and Sellin have overseen 250-300 ep- 
isodes of the Outside Lands podcast. 
The segment filmed during the cele- 
bration was the 535th episode. Meldahl 
and guest host Bartlett interviewed 
Peaches Christ about her long back- 
ground with SF’s historical theaters 
and the story of her legendary movie 
series, Midnight Mass. 

Peaches described her time per- 
forming in old SF theaters, such as the 
Bridge Theater on Geary Boulevard, 
regaling the audience with tales of fake 
blood and mud wrestling and setting 
the stage on fire. Other moments car- 
ried a nostalgic tone, as Peaches told 
the story of her roots and inspiration, 
and the unique love of SF’s west side. 

“We’re all part of this incredible 
drag legacy that is unique to this city,” 
Peaches said. “Other places around the 
world have their drag scenes and their 
drag history, but they don’t have what 
SF has.” 

Overall, the event was considered 
a great success. More than 70 people 
arrived to party, and WNP raised more 
than $12,000 in funds through ticket 
sales and donations. 

“That’s a couple thousand dollars 
over our goal!” Meldahl said. 

The event also marked a personal ac- 
complishment for Sellin, as 2024 is her 
10th year with the organization. 

“When I think about what this orga- 
nization was in 2014, I’m in awe,” Sel- 
lin said. “Look at all that we’ve done!” 

Sellin and Meldahl aren’t stopping 
with this latest milestone. According 
to Sellin, WNP has exciting ideas for 
future events and projects. During the 
event, WNP announced its recent re- 
branding strategy, including a new 
website and a plan to consolidate all 
its major projects under one cohesive 
brand. 

“I just hope we can keep doing ex- 
actly what we’re doing,” Meldahl said. 
“We like working with each other, we 
like learning about the neighborhood 
that we live in, and we love sharing it 
with the community, who then become 
our friends.” 

“Everyday we get to work together is 
a real privilege,” Sellin agrees. 

Armed with a continuous love for 
westside history, the two friends plan 
on growing the nonprofit while staying 
true to their roots: collecting, preserv- 
ing, and sharing the diverse history and 
culture of San Francisco’s west side. 

“The west side has really been an au- 
thentic community,’ Meldahl said. “It 
is such a joy to do what we do, and as 
long as we can keep that at the core of 
who we are, I think that we’ll hit the 
next 25 years, no problem.” 

Learn more about WNP and its im- 
pact at outsidelands.org. Listen to 
podcast episodes at outsidelands.org/ 
podcast/. 


Send letters to: 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 
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Left to right: District 1 Supervisor Connie Chan, Western Neighbor- 
hoods Project’s (WNP) Executive Director Nicole Meldahl and Pres- 
ident of the SF Board of Supervisors Aaron Peskin. On May 15, at 
WNP’s 25th birthday party at the 4 Star Theater, Chan and Peskin 
presented Meldahl with a Certificate of Honor for her organization’s 
milestone anniversary. Photos by Yameen. 
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Above: Nicole Meldahl (front) 
hosts a live session of WNP’s 
Outside Lands podcast with 
guest host Amanda _ Bartlett 
(above right) and drag queen 
Peaches Christ. 


Left: The birthday cake at the 
event features “Fat Boy,” WNP’s 
“official politically incorrect mas- 
cot.” 


Fat Boy vs. The Street Lamp: The Western 
Neighborhoods Project’s Rebranding 


According to Nicole Meldahl, exec- 
utive director of the Western Neighbor- 
hoods Project (WNP), Fat Boy is the 
“official politically incorrect mascot” 
of the nonprofit organization. 

“He’s looking at you weird, his pants 
are a little uncomfortable ... but he 
does oversee our work at the office,” 
Meldahl said. “We’ve been figuring 
out how to use him in some kind of 
programming, but it hasn’t been great.” 

Before overseeing the inner work- 
ings of WNP, this rotund fellow was 
the figurehead of the bygone Fat Boy 
Barbecue Cabin chain. Modeled after 
the “spitting image” of founder Thom- 
as Wood, Fat Boy was plastered over 
these local BBQ joints — one was where 
the renowned Doggie Diner used to 


Meldahl presents three of four 
new logos for WNP. Photo by 
Clarisse Kim. 


stand on Sloat, right across from the SF 
(then called Fleishhacker) Zoo. 

Now, WNP waves farewell to Fat 
Boy as they turn to a new branding 
style. The WNP logo is now an old- 
time street lamp, with an old-time av- 
enue sign undermeath. 

“We’re illuminating local history in 
the neighborhoods, allowing you to 
navigate the streets of San Francisco in 
a whole new light,” Meldahl said. “See 
what we did there?” 

Created by a volunteer at the 4-Star 
Theater, the new icons include a series 
of matching logos for WNP’s major 
projects, such as their photo archive 
and podcast. According to Chelsea Sel- 
lin, director of programs, the logos pay 
homage to the SF landscape, utilizing 
the color of the Golden Gate Bridge 
— international orange — and a unique 
shade of teal, a blend of Pacific Ocean 
blue and Golden Gate Park green. 

People can expect to see these logo 
changes rolled out in the new official 
website; this rebranding signifies a 
new chapter in WNP history with best 
friends Meldahl and Sellin at the helm. 


— Clarisse Kim 
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COME SOAR WITH US AT 
SAINT MONICA SCHOOL 
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Saint Monica School is an inclusive Catholic community of K-8 learners, 
rich in diversity of faith, culture, ethnicity and talent. 


Now accepting applications for 2024-2025! 


Take a tour to learn more about our exceptional academic program, 
including newly renovated Science Center and STEM program. 


Schedule a tour at stmonicasf.org/admissions/tours 


eenanieserore or email development@stmonicasf.org 


5950 Geary Blvd., SF, CA. | office@stmonicasf.org | 415.751.9564 


For advertising information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 


You don't need to 
be perfect to bea 
foster parent, you 


just need to care. 


You caw foster SF , 
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